University of Dayton

eCommons
Marian Library Exhibit Summaries

Marian Library Exhibits

1-15-2008

When Words Become Pictures: Our Lady Calligraphed
University of Dayton. Marian Library

Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/ml_exhibitsummaries

eCommons Citation
University of Dayton. Marian Library, "When Words Become Pictures: Our Lady Calligraphed" (2008).
Marian Library Exhibit Summaries. 99.
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/ml_exhibitsummaries/99

This Program is brought to you for free and open access by the Marian Library Exhibits at eCommons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Marian Library Exhibit Summaries by an authorized administrator of eCommons. For more
information, please contact mschlangen1@udayton.edu, ecommons@udayton.edu.

When Words Become Pictures
Our Lady Calligraphed
Date of Exhibit January 15 - March 30, 2008

Ann Bain was commissioned by The Marian
Library/International Marian Research Institute
to capture Mary’s biblical words in calligraphy.
She pondered the texts and filled them with light
and movement. Her images sing. Ann writes,
“Words are important and must be carefully
used. When written down they become real,
legible, and exact, allowing remembrance,
imagination, and wonder.” In her statement
concerning the works, she adds, “I designed the
composition as a continuum, each piece an individual
painting, but with a lead-in to the next one, so that when the ten were lined up
together, you would see the quotations flowing from one to the next, as in the
timeline of biblical history.”
Her works are layered with text, vibrant colors, symbols, and surprises. She
uses several calligraphy styles within each piece. These texts set forth the
Church’s remembrance of Mary’s voice in text. Though there is a unity to the
ten works, each has its unique vibrancy which echoes how scriptural texts need
to be pondered at length to discover all the nuances. As Ann explains, “In
turning content into form, my intention for my art is to call attention, to clarify,
to aspire, to inspire. As Edith Wharton wrote: “There are two ways of spreading
the light; To be the candle or the mirror that reflects it.’”
Ann Bain’s works can be viewed at The Marian Library Gallery until March 30,
2008. Join us at The Marian Library on February 14 at 7PM for a public
reception for the artist.

…but when the designated
time had come, God sent
forth his son born of a
woman, born under the
law, to deliver from the
law those who were
subjected to it, so that we
might receive our status as
adopted sons.
Galatians 4:4-5 (NAB)

Mary said: “I am the
servant of the Lord. Let it
be done to me as you say.”
With that the angel left her.
Luke 1:38 (NAB)

(Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit)
...and cried out in a
loud voice: “Blest are
you among women
and blest is the fruit
of your womb.
Blest is she who
trusted that the
Lord’s words to her
would be fulfilled.”
Luke 1:42, 45 (NAB)

Then Mary said:
“My being proclaims the greatness of
the Lord,
my spirit finds joy in God my savior,
For he has looked upon his servant in
her lowliness;
all ages to come shall call me blessed.
God who is mighty has done great
things for me,
holy is his name;
His mercy is from age to age
on those who fear him.
He has shown might with his arm;
he has confused the proud in their
inmost thoughts.
He has deposed the mighty from their
thrones
and raised the lowly to high places.
The hungry he has given every good
thing,
while the rich he has sent empty away.
He has upheld Israel his servant,
ever mindful of his mercy;
Even as he promised our fathers,
promised Abraham and his
descendents forever.”
Luke 1:46-55 (NAB)

…once they saw, they
understood what had
been told them
concerning this child.
All who heard of it
were astonished at the
report given them by
the shepherds.
Mary treasured all
these things and
reflected on them in
her heart.
Luke 2:17-19 (NAB)

Simeon blessed them
and said to Mary his
mother: “This child is
destined to be the
downfall and the rise of
many in Israel, a sign
that will be opposed—
and you yourself shall be
pierced with a sword—
so that the thoughts of
many hearts may be laid
bare.”
Luke 2:34-35 (NAB)

After Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem of Judea during
the reign of King Herod, astrologers from the
east arrived one day in Jerusalem inquiring,
“Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We
have observed his star at its rising and have
come to pay him homage.” At this news King
Herod became greatly disturbed, and with him
all Jerusalem. Summoning all of the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Messiah was to be born. “In
Bethlehem of Judea,” they informed him. “Here
is what the prophet has written:
‘And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no
means least among the princes of Judah,
since from you shall come a ruler who is to
shepherd my people Israel.’
Herod called the astrologers aside and found
out from them the exact time of the star's
appearance. Then he sent them to Bethlehem,
after having instructed them: “Go and get
detailed information about the child. When you
have found him, report it to me so that I may go
and offer him homage too.”
After their audience with the king, they set out.
The star, which they had observed at its rising
went ahead of them until it came to a standstill
over the place where the child was. They were
overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering
the house, found the child with Mary his
mother. They prostrated themselves and did
him homage. Then they opened their coffers
and presented him with gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.
They received a message in a dream not to
return to Herod, so they went back to their own
country by another route.
Matthew 2:1-12 (NAB)

Jesus replied, “Woman,
how does this concern of
yours involve me? My hour
has not yet come.” His
mother instructed those
waiting on table, “Do
whatever he tells you.”
John 2:4-5 (NAB)

Seeing his mother
there with the
disciple whom he
loved, Jesus said to his
mother, “Woman,
there is your son.” In
turn he said to the
disciple, “There is
your mother.” From
that hour onward, the
disciple took her into
his care.
John 19:26-27 (NAB)

A great sign appeared in
the sky, a woman clothed
with the sun, with the
moon under her feet, and
on her head a crown of
twelve stars.
Revelation 12:1 (NAB)

